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Diagnosis: Medium to large (6.0-10.0 mm) slender or robust brachycerous flies. Body
and legs more or less variegated dark and yellow in European species. Antennae elon-
gate, with annulated, 8-segmented flagellum; palpi 1-2 segmented. Wing with 5 poste-
rior cells, 4t posterior and anal cells closed before wing margin; legs with hind femora
swollen and armed with rows of ventral spines in Solva, simple in Xylomya. Eyes broadly
separated in both sexes; ocelli present. Abdomen with 7-8 visible segments.

Biology: Adults of Xylomyidae are uncommon inhabitants of forested areas with abun-
dant dead wood and fallen trees. Xylomya are very rarely encountered and are consid-
ered as threatened members of old forest community. Larvae have been found under
bark of fallen deciduous trees.

Nomenclature and classification: According to Fauna Europaea (Rozkosny et al. 2013).

Number of species: CH: 2 (1998 Checklist: 2),
AT:3,BE:1,CZ: 3, DE: 3, FR: 3, GB: 1, IT: 3, NL: 2, SK: 2, Europe: 5, World: 138.

Level of faunistic knowledge in Switzerland: Good; an additional species, Solva varia
(Meigen, 1820) may probably occur in Switzerland, as it has been recorded from all
vicinous countries.

General references: Nagatomi & Rozkosny (1997) [general, key to genera], Rozkosny
et al. (2013) [Fauna Europaea], Szilady (1932) [key, European species], Woodley (2011)
[catalogue, World species].

References to the Swiss fauna: Emmenegger & Lenzin (1988), Haenni (1993, 1998),
Kiener (1995), Meier & Sauter (1989), Merz (2012), Téth (1996), Weinberg & Bachli (1984).

Checklist

Solva walker, 1860

- marginata (Meigen, 1820) |
Xylomya Rondani, 1861

- maculata (Meigen, 1804) |
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Xylomya maculata,
female (1998 Checklist, p.157).
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