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Diagnosis: Small (!.%-%.% mm), slender blackish flies with yellowish legs and somewhat 
flattened thorax and abdomen. Head rounded, frons rather wide, occiput swollen. Arista 
short-pubescent, ocelli present; ocellar setae developed, postvertical (postocellar) setae 
divergent, two fronto-orbital setae; interfrontal setulae and vibrissae absent. Wing 
hyaline, often with diffuse and somewhat darkened spots. C with a subcostal break; Sc 
incomplete, not reaching C. Tibiae without dorsal preapical setae.

Biology: The larvae are xylosaprophagous and have been reared from under the bark 
of rotting logs from deciduous trees; puparia are formed in the bast under dead bark. 
The adults occur on low vegetation in wet deciduous forests near the breeding sites 
of the larvae.

Nomenclature and classification: According to Iwasa (&''().

Number of species: CH: & (&''( Checklist: &),   
CZ: &, NL: &, Europe: ), World: !

Level of faunistic knowledge in Switzerland: Good.

General references: Steyskal (&'*&) [key], Iwasa (&''() [general], Papp ()++#).

References to the Swiss fauna: Merz (&''(a, &''(b).

Checklist

Strongylophthalmyia Heller, &'+)
  - ustulata (Zetterstedt, &(4*) !
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