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Hybotidae 
Lucia Pollini Paltrinieri (1998 Checklist: Bernhard Merz, Milan Chvála, 
Patrick Grootaert & Andreas Stark) 
Last update: Jul 2024

Diagnosis: Minute to small-sized files (%-& mm), rarely larger. Often dark, but colour 
can vary from black to yellow. Eyes relatively large, with a V shaped incision at the level 
of antennae. Antennae short or with elongate third segment; first antennal segment 
without bristles; mouthpart varying among subfamilies: short to elongate, when elon-
gate projecting forwards to downwards. Thorax rectangular, sometimes considerably 
extended in Tachydromiinae or greatly arched upward in Hybotinae. Prosternum small, 
separated from lateral plates by a membrane. Wing clear or infuscate, sometimes with 
markings; radial sector originating distal of humeral cross vein, R'+5 not forked; basal 
cells relatively large; discal cell either present or absent. Legs long and slender, often 
raptorial. Male genitalia asymmetrical and rotated.

Biology: The adults are predators of small insects or other arthropods and hunt while 
running on the ground, on tree trunks, and other similar places, or, less frequently, in 
flight. Only few species visit flowers to feed on nectar and pollen. Swarming has been 
observed in the Ocydromiinae. Larvae are poorly known; they live in the soil or decaying 
organic matter and prey on small invertebrates.

Nomenclature and classification: According to Fauna Europaea (Chvála !#%(), with 
minor changes.

Number of species: CH: %)) (%))* Checklist: %*'),   
CZ: !#+, DE: %!', GB: %*!, %*#, FI: %'', NL: %(!, SK: %+#, Europe: ~ ''#, World: ~ %)+#.

Level of faunistic knowledge in Switzerland: Medium. Additional species certainly occur 
in Switzerland. The present list is largely based upon the one published in the preceding 
checklist (Merz et al. %))*), complemented by the species added in the first, second 
and third published supplements (Merz et al. !##!, !##&, Bächli et al. !#%'). Some 
changes concerning the Swiss fauna may have been overlooked or misinterpreted by 
the compiler of the present list – not a specialist of the family – who is responsible for 
any change from the initial %))* Checklist.

General references: Chvála (%)+5 [key Tachydromiinae], %)*( [key Hybotinae], %)*) [key 
Platypalpus]), Collin (%)&%) [key British Isles], van der Goot (%))%) [key Hybos Benelux], 
Gorodkov & Kovalev (%)*)) [key former USSR], Papp & Földvári (!##%), Sinclair & 
Cumming (!##&) [classification, key to families and groups].

References to the Swiss fauna: Merz et al. (%))*, !##!, !##&), Merz et al. (!#%!), Keiser 
(%)'+), Meier & Sauter (%)*)), Merz (!##'), Ringdahl (%)5+), Schiegg et al. (%)))), Stark 
& Doczkal (!#%+), Volkart (%))%).
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Ocydromiinae
Allanthalia Melander, %)!*
  - pallida (Zetterstedt, %*(*) !
Anthalia Zetterstedt, %*(*
  - beatricella Chandler, %))! !
  - schoenherri Zetterstedt, %*(* !
Bicellaria Macquart, %*!(
  - albopilosa Chvála, %))% !
  - alpina Bezzi, %)%* !
  - austriaca Tuomikoski, %)55 !
  - intermedia Lundbeck, %)%# !
  - longisetosa Chvála, %))% !
  - nigra (Meigen, %*!') !
  - nigrita Collin, %)!& !
  - pilosa Lundbeck, %)%# !
  - simplicipes (Zetterstedt, %*'!) !
  - spuria (Fallén, %*%&) !
  - sulcata (Zetterstedt, %*'!) L
  - vana Collin, %)!& !
Euthyneura Macquart, %*(&
  - albipennis (Zetterstedt, %*'!) !
  - gyllenhali (Zetterstedt, %*(*) !
  - halidayi Collin, %)!& !
  - myrtilli Macquart, %*(& !
Hybos Meigen, %*#(
  - culiciformis (Fabricius, %++5) !
  - femoratus (Müller, %++&) !

Chvalaea sopianae,  
female (Papp & Földvári !001).
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  - grossipes (Linnaeus, %+&+) !
Leptopeza Macquart, %*!+
  - borealis Zetterstedt, %*'! !
  - flavipes (Meigen, %*!#) !
Ocydromia Meigen, %*!#
  - glabricula (Fallén, %*%&) !
  - melanopleura Loew, %*'# !
Oedalea Meigen, %*!#
  - austroholmgreni Chvála, %)*% !
  - flavipes Zetterstedt, %*'! !
  - holmgreni Zetterstedt, %*5! !
  - hybotina (Fallén, %*%&) !
  - montana Chvála, %)*% !
  - oriunda Collin, %)&% !
  - stigmatella Zetterstedt, %*'! !
  - tibialis Macquart, %*!+ !
  - tristis Scholtz, %*5% !
  - zetterstedti Collin, %)!& !
Oropezella Collin, %)!&
  - sphenoptera (Loew, %*+() !
Syndyas Loew, %*5+
  - nigripes (Zetterstedt, %*'!) !
Syneches Walker, %*5!
  - muscarius (Fabricius, %+)') !
Trichina Meigen, %*(#
  - bilobata Collin, %)!& !
  - elongata Haliday, %*(( !
  - opaca Loew, %*&' !
Trichinomyia Tuomikoski, %)5)
  - flavipes (Meigen, %*(#) !
  - fuscipes (Zetterstedt, %*(*) !

Tachydromiinae
Crossopalpus Bigot, %*5+
  - aeneus (Walker, %*+%) !
  - flexuosus (Loew, %*'#) !
  - humilis (Frey, %)%() !
  - minimus (Meigen, %*(*) !
  - nigritellus (Zetterstedt, %*'!) !
  - setiger (Loew, %*5)) !
Drapetis Meigen, %*!!
  - arcuata Loew, %*5) !
  - assimilis (Fallén, %*%5) !
  - completa Kovalev, %)+! !
  - exilis Meigen, %*!! !
  - flavipes Macquart, %*(' !
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  - fumipennis Strobl, %)#& !
  - parilis Collin, %)!& !
  - pusilla Loew, %*5) !
  - simulans Collin, %)&% !
Elaphropeza Macquart, %*!+
  - ephippiata (Fallén, %*%5) !
Platypalpus Macquart, %*!+
  - agilis (Meigen, %*!!) !
  - albicornis (Zetterstedt, %*'!) !
  - albifacies (Collin, %)!&) !
  - albiseta (Panzer, %*#&) !
  - albocapillatus (Fallén, %*%5) L
  - aliterolamellatus Kovalev, %)+% !
  - alpigenus (Strobl, %*)() !
  - alpinus Chvála, %)+% !
  - analis (Meigen, %*(#) !
  - annulatus (Fallén, %*%5) !
  - annulipes (Meigen, %*!!) !
  - annulitarsis Kovalev, %)+* !
  - aristatus (Collin, %)!&) !
  - articulatoides (Frey, %)%*) !
  - articulatus Macquart, %*!+ !
  - aurantiacus (Collin, %)!&) !
  - australominutus Grootaert, %)*) !
  - baldensis (Strobl, %*))) !
  - balticus Kovalev, %)+% L
  - biapicalis Wéber, %)+! !
  - bilobatus Wéber, %)+! !
  - boreoalpinus Frey, %)'( !
  - brachystylus (Bezzi, %*)!) !
  - brevicornis (Zetterstedt, %*'!) !
  - calceatus (Meigen, %*!!) !
  - candicans (Fallén, %*%5) !
  - caroli Grootaert, %)*+ !
  - celer (Meigen, %*!!) !
  - ciliaris (Fallén, %*%&) !
  - cilitarsis Frey, %)'( !
  - commutatus (Strobl, %*)() !
  - confiformis Chvála, %)+% !
  - cothurnatus Macquart, %*!+ !
  - cruralis (Collin, %)&%) !
  - cryptospina (Frey, %)#)) !
  - cursitans (Fabricius, %++5) !
   = bicolor Meigen, %*#'
  - dilatatovittatus (Strobl, %)%#) !
  - ecalceatus (Zetterstedt, %*(*) !
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  - engadinicus (Mik, %*)&) !
   = testaceus Becker, %**+
  - excavatus Yang & Yao, !##+ !
   = excisus (Becker, %)#+)
  - exilis (Meigen, %*!!) !
  - eximius (Oldenberg, %)!') !
  - flavicornis (Meigen, %*!!) !
  - flaviseta Chvála, %)+( L
  - fuscicornis (Zetterstedt, %*'!) !
  - incertus (Collin, %)!&) !
  - infectus (Collin, %)!&) !
  - insperatus Kovalev, %)+% !
  - interstinctus (Collin, %)!&) !
  - kirtlingensis Grootaert, %)*& !
  - kovalevi Chvála, %)** !
  - laticinctus Walker, %*5% !
  - leucocephalus (von Roser, %*'#) !
  - leucothrix (Strobl, %)%#) !
  - longicornis (Meigen, %*!!) !
  - longimanus (Corti, %)#+) !
  - longiseta (Zetterstedt, %*'!) !
  - luteicornis (Meigen, %*(*) !
  - luteipes Zusková, %)&& !
  - luteolus (Collin, %)!&) !
  - luteus (Meigen, %*#') !
  - macula (Zetterstedt, %*'!) !
  - maculimanus (Zetterstedt, %*'!) !
  - maculipes (Meigen, %*!!) !
  - major (Zetterstedt, %*'!) !
  - melancholicus (Collin, %)&%) !
  - mikii (Becker, %*)#) !
  - minutus (Meigen, %*#') !
  - nigellus (Collin, %)&)) !
  - niger (Meigen, %*#') !
  - nigricolor Merz & Chvála, %))* !
  - nigricoxa (Mik, %**') !
  - nigrimanus Strobl, %**# !
  - nigrinus (Meigen, %*!!) !
   = montanus Becker, %**+
  - nigritarsis (Fallén, %*%&) !
  - nigrosetosus (Strobl, %*)() !
  - niveiseta (Zetterstedt, %*'!) !
  - niveisetoides Chvála, %)+( !
  - notatus (Meigen, %*!!) !
  - obscurus (von Roser, %*'#) !
  - ochrocera (Collin, %)&%) !
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  - optivus (Collin, %)!&) !
  - pallidicornis (Collin, %)!&) !
  - pallidiseta Kovalev, %)+* !
  - pallidiventris (Meigen, %*!!) !
   = flavipes Fabricius, %+)'
  - pallipes (Fallén, %*%5) !
  - pectoralis (Fallén, %*%5) !
  - praecinctus (Collin, %)!&) !
  - pseudociliaris (Strobl, %)%#) !
  - pseudofulvipes (Frey, %)#)) !
  - pseudorapidus Kovalev, %)+% !
  - pulicarius (Meigen, %*(#) !
  - pygialis Chvála, %)+( !
  - rapidoides Chvála, %)+5 !
  - rapidus (Meigen, %*!!) !
  - ringdahli Chvála, %)+5 !
  - riojaensis Chvála, %)*% !
  - ruficornis (von Roser, %*'#) !
  - scandinavicus Chvála, %)+! !
  - smirnovi Kovalev, %)+* !
  - stabilis (Collin, %)&%) !
  - stackelbergi Kovalev, %)+% !
  - stigma (Collin, %)!&) !
  - stigmatelloides Grootaert & Chvála, %)** !
  - stigmatellus (Zetterstedt, %*'!) !
   = lateralis Becker, %**+
  - stroblii (Mik, %)##) !
  - subbrevis (Frey, %)%() !
  - subtilis (Collin, %)!&) !
  - sylvicola (Collin, %)!&) !
  - tonsus (Collin, %)&%) !
  - tuomikoskii Chvála, %)+! !
  - vegrandis Frey, %)'( !
Stilpon Loew, %*5)
  - graminum (Fallén, %*%5) !
  - nubilus Collin, %)!& !
Symballophthalmus Becker, %**)
  - dissimilis (Fallén, %*%5) !
  - fuscitarsis (Zetterstedt, %*5)) !
  - pictipes (Becker, %**)) !
Tachydromia Meigen, %*#(
  - aemula (Loew, %*&') !
  - annulimana Meigen, %*!! !
  - arrogans (Linnaeus, %+&#) !
  - calcanea (Meigen, %*(*) !
  - carpathica Chvála, %)&& !
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  - catalonica (Strobl, %)#&) !
  - connexa Meigen, %*!! !
  - interrupta (Loew, %*&') !
  - obsoleta Strobl, %)%# !
  - parva Chvála, %)+# !
  - productipes (Strobl, %)%#) !
  - rhyacophila Chvála, %))' !
  - styriaca (Strobl, %*)() !
   = barbata Oldenberg, %)!#
  - tuberculata (Loew, %*&') !
  - umbrarum Haliday, %*(( !
  - velocipes Frey, %)'( L
  - wendti Stark & Doczkal, !#%+ L
  - woodi (Collin, %)!&) !
Tachypeza Meigen, %*(#
  - fennica Tuomikoski, %)(! !
  - fuscipennis (Fallén, %*%5) !
  - nubila (Meigen, %*#') !
  - truncorum (Fallén, %*%5) L

Excluded species
Bicellaria dispar Oldenberg, %)!#
Trichina clavipes Meigen, %*(#
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