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Diastatidae
Peter J. Chandler (1998 Checklist: Peter J. Chandler & Bernhard Merz)
Lasts update: Feb 2024

Diagnosis: Small (2.5-4 mm), dark coloured acalyptrate flies with grey pruinosity, head
partly yellow; antennae and legs largely yellow. Arista short to medium plumose;
ocellar bristles present; a pair of crossing postocellar bristles; two pairs of vertical bris-
tles, inner pair converging, outer diverging; two pairs of strong fronto-orbital bristles,
the outer pair curving forward, the inner pair backward, with a short weak reclinate
bristle between the latter and the vertical bristles; vibrissae present. Thorax with
anepisternum setose. Wing with a row of stronger costal spines; variously patterned
with dark markings, in some cases clear, but cell c always darkened; costa with both
humeral and subcostal breaks, the latter close to the junction with R;; vein Sc incom-
plete; crossvein bm-m present; cell cua closed. Tibiae with dorsal preapical bristle.

Biology: The larvae are unknown, but thought to be saprophagous because the adults
may be numerous near litter, and among low vegetation, in all types of woodland and
wetlands. The puparium of Diastata costata was described by Rotheray (2008), who
figured the pupal habitus, prothoracic spiracles and the caudal end of the puparium.

Nomenclature and classification: According to Chandler (1987), who recognised Dia-
statidae and Campichoetidae as separate families, but some other recent authors
including Mathis & Barraclough (2011) have treated them as a single family Diastatidae.

Number of species: CH: 7 (1998 Checklist: 5),
AT:4,BE: 4,CZ: 8, DE: 8, FR: 4, GB: 6, HU: 6, IT: 6, NL: 7, SK: 7, Europe: 9, World: 35.

Level of faunistic knowledge in Switzerland: Good. There have been no changes to
the checklist other than the two additions reported by Bachli et al. (2014). One other
species Diastata cervinala Chandler, 1987 is known from Germany, the Czech Republic
and Slovakia, so is probably present.

General references: Chandler (1987) [key to the Palaearctic species], Chandler (1998)
[general account], Mathis & Barraclough (2011) [world catalogue].

References to the Swiss fauna: Chandler & Merz (1998), Merz & Chandler (1998), Bachli
et al. (2014).
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Diastata fuscula,
male (CMPD3, p.524, as D. ornata).

Checklist

Diastata Mmeigen, 1830
- adusta Meigen, 1830 |
- costata Meigen, 1830 !
- flavicosta Chandler, 1987 |
- fuscula (rallén, 1823) |
- nebulosa (rallén, 1823) |
- ornata Meigen, 1830 |
-vagans (Loew, 1864) |
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