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Diagnosis: Adults of the European species are small (%.&-'.& mm), glossy black flies; 
arista with long rays on upper side and much shorter ones on lower side, thus closely 
resembling some species of Ephydridae. Wing with two costal breaks; C often with 
outstanding spines (like in Diastatidae), Sc incomplete; cells dm and bm confluent 
(cross vein bm-cu absent); anal cell absent. Inner side of fore femur with a strong thorn, 
like in Diastatidae. 

Biology: Larvae saprophagous. The larvae of some species were collected at entrances 
of rabbit and small rodents’ burrows; species from Africa and Arabian Peninsula are 
mostly associated with guano of rock hyraxes, some birds and bats, but in some of them 
no association to animals was ascertained. Adults can be swept from low vegetation 
or nearly bare soil, at the entrances of such burrows or near animal latrines and are 
often found on windows.

Nomenclature and classification: According to Papp ((9)*, (99)), Carles-Tolrá (%&&+), 
Máca (%&&9).

Number of Species: CH: * ((99) Checklist: %),  
BE: *, CZ: !; DE: !, IT: %, NL: !, UK: (, Europe: 9, World: ~ #*.

Level of faunistic knowledge in Switzerland: Good.

General references: Baumann ((9++) [biology], Papp ((9)*) [key], Papp ((99)) [Palaearctic 
fauna], Barraclough (%&&*) [biology], Merz (%&&)) [key], Rotheray (%&(() [puparia of % 
European spp.]

References to the Swiss fauna: Merz ((99)a, (99)b, %&&!, %&&)), Merz et al. (%&&#), 
Bächli et al. (%&(!).

Checklist

Camilla Haliday, ()')
- acutipennis (Loew, (9#*) ! [(]
- atrimana Strobl, (9(& !
- flavicauda Duda, (9%% !
- glabra (Fallén, ()%') !
- nigrifrons Collin, (9'' !

Species records
[(] VS, Zeneggen, %%.#.%&(!, leg. Gerhard Bächli (CGB)



Camillidae · G. Bächli & J. Máca !9+

References
Bächli G., Merz B. & Haenni J.-P. %&(!. Dritter Nachtrag zur Checkliste der Diptera der Schweiz. Entomo 

Helvetica +: ((9-(!&.
Barraclough D.A. %&&*. A new species of Katacamilla (Diptera: Schizophora: Camillidae) from the Arabian 

Peninsula, with discussion of faunal relationships. Tijdschrift voor Entomologie (!): '*(-'*!.
Baumann E. (9++. Untersuchungen über die Dipterenfauna subterraner Gangsysteme und Nester von 

Wühlmäusen (Microtus, Clethrionomys) auf Wiesen der montanen Region im Naturpark Hoher Vogelsberg. 
Zoologische Jahrbücher, Systematik (&!: '#)-!(!.

Carles-Tolrá M. %&&+. Fauna Europaea: Camillidae. In: Pape T. (ed). Fauna Europaea: Diptera, Brachycera. Fauna 
Europaea version (.'. http://www.faunaeur.org (Accessed %% Oct %&&9).

Máca J. %&&9. Camillidae Frey, (9%(. In: Jedli,ka L., Kúdela M. & Stloukalová V. (eds). Checklist of Diptera of the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia. Electronic version %. http://zoology.fns.uniba.sk/diptera%&&9.

Merz B. (99)a. Die Megamerinidae, Strongylophthalmyiidae, Pseudopomyzidae, Chyromyidae und Camillidae 
der Schweiz (Diptera, Acalyptrata). Mitteilungen der Entomologischen Gesellschaft Basel !+((99+): ('&-(').

Merz B. (99)b. 9(. Camillidae. In: Merz B., Bächli G., Haenni J.-P. & Gonseth Y. (eds). Diptera - Checklist. Fauna 
Helvetica (: '&(. CSCF / SEG, Neuchâtel, '#9 pp.

Merz B. %&&!. Neun für die Schweiz neue Fliegenarten (Diptera, Brachycera). Mitteilungen der 
Entomologischen Gesellschaft Basel *': 9)-(&9.

Merz B. %&&). Une petite famille de Diptères négligée en Suisse: les Camillidae (Diptera). Entomo Helvetica 
(: (*-%#.

Merz B., Bächli G. & Haenni J.-P. %&&#. Zweiter Nachtrag zur Checkliste der Schweiz. Mitteilungen der 
Entomologischen Gesellschaft Basel *#(!): ('*-(#*.

Papp L. (9)*. A key of the World species of Camillidae (Diptera). Acta zoologica Hungarica '(: %(+-%%+.
Papp L. (99). '.!). Family Camillidae. In: Papp L. & Darvas B. (eds). Contributions to a Manual of Palaearctic 

Diptera (with special reference to flies of economic importance). Vol. ', Higher Brachycera: *'(-*'*. Science 
Herald, Budapest, ))& pp.

Rotheray G.E. %&((. The puparia of Chyromya femorellum (Fallén) (Chyromyidae), Camilla atrimana Strobl and 
Camilla fuscipes Collin (Camillidae) (Diptera) reared from bird and mammal nests and burrows. Dipterists 
Digest (): )(-9'.

Camilla atrimana,  
male (CMPD!, p. 5!1).
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