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Braulidae 
Gerhard Bächli (1998 Checklist: Walter Büttiker) 
Last update: Jul 2024

Diagnosis: Small (less than % mm), wingless flies; body reddish to dark brown, flattened 
dorsoventrally. Head broad, short and with minute eye spots; ocelli absent. Thorax 
short, with strongly reduced sclerites. Wings, scutellum, halters and calypteres absent. 
Legs relatively long and strongly built; tarsal segments short and broad; tarsal claws in 
the shape of combs of teeth. Abdomen broad and flattened; tergites with many strong 
setae, especially laterally.

Biology: The Braulidae are well-known as « bee-lice » in the nests of honeybees (Apis spp.). 
The larvae are commensals, living in cells in the nest and feeding on pollen, honey and 
organic debris. Adults are « food-parasites » of adult bees, attaching themselves to the 
body of the queen (rarely of a worker) and feeding on liquids from the mouth-opening 
of the bee.

Nomenclature and classification: According to Papp (&''#), Carles-Tolrá (%(()).

Number of species: CH:& (&''# Checklist: &),   
BE: %, CZ: &, DE: &, IT: %, NL: &, UK: %, Europe: *, World: ).

Level of faunistic knowledge in Switzerland: Good.

General references: Dobson (&''') [key, British Isles], Örösi-Pál  (&'++) [key], Papp (&''#) 
[general]. 

References to the Swiss fauna: Büttiker (&''!, &''#).

Checklist

Braula Nitzsch, &#&# 
  - coeca Nitzsch, &#&#  !
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