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Anisopodidae (incl. Mycetobiinae)

Jean-Paul Haenni & Peter J. Chandler (1998 Checklist: Jean-Paul Haenni
[Anisopodidae], Peter J. Chandler [Mycetobiidae])

Last update: Jul 2024

Diagnosis: Medium sized (4-10 mm) nematocerous flies with slender body and legs.
Head with antennae longer than head, tapering to apex, flagellum 14-segmented, 3
ocelli, palpi long, 4-5 segmented. Thorax convex, without distinct suture. Wing either
with discal cell present, generally with a pattern of dark markings in Sylvicola, or discal
cell absent, base of M vestigial, membrane without markings in Mycetobiinae. Legs
with tibial spurs present, but devoid of strong spines. Abdomen elongate, parallel-sided,
with genitalia of males usually visible externally. In both sexes, identification requires
examination of genital characters. The systematic position of Mycetobia and allied
genera has long been disputed and Mycetobiinae are frequently treated as a separate
family Mycetobiidae, as it was also the case in the 1998 Checklist.

Biology: Adults of Sylvicola are frequent in forests and semi-wooded habitats; some
species are widespread and can also be found almost all year long in parks, gardens, etc.,
including indoors on windows. Mycetobiinae midges are rare inhabitants of wooded
areas. Saprophagous larvae of Sylvicola species develop in all kinds of decaying or
fermenting vegetal tissues, mushrooms, manure, stems of umbelliferous plants, while
those of Mycetobiinae are associated with wet dead wood, tree holes and sap runs.

Nomenclature and classification: Based on Fauna Europaea (de Jong 2013, Chandler
2005). Family Mycetobiidae of former checklist included, according to Michelsen (1999)
and Hancock (2017).

Number of species: CH: 11 (1998 Checklist: 11 [7+4]),
BE:7,CZ: 9, DE: 8, FR: 6, GB: 8, HU: 7,IT: 8, NL: 7, SK: 9, Europe: 14, World: ~120.

Level of faunistic knowledge in Switzerland: Very good; one additional species of Sylvi-
cola might possibly be found in Switzerland.

General references: Chandler (2005) [Mycetobiinae, Fauna Europaea], Michelsen (1999)
[general, taxonomy], Haenni (1997) [Sylvicola, key, Central European species], Hancock
(2017) [general], Hancock et al. (1996) [Mycetobiinae, key, British species], de Jong (2013)
[Anisopodinae, Fauna Europaea], Krivosheina (1986) [catalogue, Palaearctic species],
Krivosheina (1997a,1997b) [general, key to genera], Krivosheina & Menzel (1998) [Sylvi-
cola, key, European species], Mamaev (1989) [Mycetobiinae, key, European species],
Miller & Schacht (1995) [Mycetobiinae, key, Palaearctic species], Sgli & Rindal (2014)
[Sylvicola, key, Scandinavian species].

References to the Swiss fauna: Chandler (1998), Haenni (1997, 1998), Haenni & Merz
(2012).
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Sylvicola punctatus,
female (CMPD2, p.241).

Checklist

Anisopodinae
Sylvicola Harris, 1776 N1
- baechlii Haenni, 1997 |
- cinctus (Fabricius, 1787) |
- fenestralis (scopoli, 1763) |
- fuscatus Fabricius, 1775 | N2
= subfuscatus Krivosheina & Menzel, 1998
- limpidus (Edwards, 1923) |
- punctatus (Fabricius, 1787) |
- zetterstedti (Edwards, 1923) |

Mycetobiinae N3
Mycetobia Meigen, 1818

- gemella Mamaev, 1968 |

- obscura Mamaev, 1968 |

- pallipes Meigen, 1818 |
Trichomycetobia Mamaev, 1987

- notabilis (Mamaev, 1968) |

Notes

N1 Old identifications and published data of Sylvicola species based mainly upon colouration characters are
unreliable and must be discarded.

N2 Michelsen (1999) demonstrated that the species of the Sylvicola fuscatus-group present in Central
Europe is the true S. fuscatus in Fabricius’ sense, with S. subfuscatus Krivosheina & Menzel, 1998
considered as a synonym.
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N3 There are no published records of subfamily Mycetobiinae from Switzerland. The above records are
based on males, from the collections of Karin Schiegg (deposited in ETHZ) and CGB. Several females of
the genus Mycetobia (ETHZ, MHNN) that have been examined have not yet been identified to species.
Identification of females of the three Swiss species of Mycetobia is, however, possible from small
internal differences in the genitalia figured by Hancock et al. (1996).
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